DK U16’s V WILLENHALL 7-01-07

DK Under 16s began 2007 with a narrow 10 points to nil defeat at home to
Willenhall. Difficult conditions made it almost impossible for the players to play
any flowing rugby but despite that both teams can be pleased with the way
they played.

The opening passages of play were disjointed as both teams tried to get to
grips with the wet ball. As the first half progressed it was Willenhall who began
to dominate. They took the lead after 13 minutes when the referee awarded
them a penalty adjudging DK to have deliberately knocked on. Two minutes
later Willenhall scored the first and what turned out to be the only try of the
game. Some nice handling from the back line created an overlap for the
Willenhall outside centre to score in the corner, the try was converted with a
well struck conversion from near the touchline.

After 19 minutes DK had a chance to get back into the game when they were
awarded a penalty. Some strong tackling by the DK forwards forced the
Willenhall second row to hold on when on the floor. Unfortunately the kick was
held up in the wind and didn’t quite have the distance.

DK began the second half with much more purpose and after ten minutes they
had their best chance of the game. A dummy scissors between Esser and
Taylor created an overlap for Ben Griffiths, but the Willenhall defence
scrambled across to bundle him into touch.

For the rest of the half DK had lots of possession but couldn’t break down
Willenhall's tough defence. This coupled with the away teams dominance of
the set pieces allowed them to keep DK out.

The players can be pleased with their second half performance in particular
some strong running from Esser and elusive play from Griffiths meant they
matched their opponents for long periods.



